
WHAT DO YOU THINK?
For 2013, 3.3 million workers earned wages at or below the 
federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour.

The probability of earning minimum wage or lower varies 
by your social characteristics. Figures 9.3 to 9.5 present data 
on the percentage of minimum wage workers by gender, 
occupation, and educational attainment.

Review the data presented in Figure 9.3. Overall, a higher 
percentage of women work at or below the minimum wage 
than men. Those 25 years or older are more likely to work at or 
below the minimum wage level than those 16 to 24 years of 
age.

Based on the data presented in Figure 9.4, which occupation 
has the highest rate of workers earning at or below minimum 
wage? Which jobs within this occupation would earn below 
minimum wage?

Does having some college education or a college degree 
decrease the likelihood of earning below minimum wage? What 
evidence from Figure 9.5 supports your answer?

Explain how the gendered division of labor might contribute to 
the minimum wage patterns presented in Figures 9.3 and 9.4.

EXPLORING social problems

Characteristics of Minimum-Wage Workers
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SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 2014d.

NOTE: Due to rounding, these percentages do not add up to 100%.

Figure 9.3  �Percentage of workers earning minimum 
wage or below, by gender and age, 2013
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Figure 9.4  �Percentage of workers earning minimum 
wage or below, by occupation, 2013

Figure 9.5   �Percentage of workers earning 
minimum wage or below, by 
educational attainment, 2013
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